PRESS RELEASE

CMEIG and CCF launch equipment theft-reduction program

Two peak bodies representing the supplier and end-user sides of the civil construction industry have launched a program to reduce the incidence of theft and aid equipment recovery, based around DataDotDNA technology.

The Construction and Mining Equipment Industry Group (CMEIG) and the Civil Contractors Federation (CCF) have joined forces in a program to have all new and much existing equipment marked with a whole-of-vehicle-marking (WOVM) microdot spray application, known as DataDotDNA.

Under this process, thousands of microdots, encrypted with the equipment’s make, model and serial number or a unique PIN, are sprayed onto multiple locations on a vehicle or piece of equipment. 

All the information is held on the DataDotDNA register along with ownership details for ease of identification and to assist police in tracing ownership.

As thieves are unable to ensure that every last one of these microdots can be removed, there will always be some form of identification remaining on a stolen machine or piece of equipment.

DataDot Technology Limited (DTL), the company which developed and markets DataDotDNA technology, maintains a global database, in which the equipment make, model, serial number and owner details are recorded. Police around the world have around-the-clock access to this database.

The most recently available statistics provided by the National Motor Vehicle Theft Reduction Council indicate that in both 2005 and 2006, around 2000 heavy vehicles and 500 pieces of plant and equipment each year were reported stolen in Australia. 

Recovery rates for heavy vehicles were around 75%, while plant and equipment were only around 45%.

Under the combined CMEIG/CCF theft-reduction program, OEM importers of plant & equipment would apply DataDotDNA to every item of new equipment sold in Australia. 

In addition, DataDotDNA packs would also be available as aftermarket products. At the time of servicing equipment, the DataDotDNA application would be offered as a “value-add” to customers.

In the equipment hire sector, where equipment theft is a major issue, individual rental companies would be encouraged to apply the process to every item of plant they rent.

And as well as the DataDotDNA aftermarket packs being available through the OEM partner’s network of dealers, they will also be available to independent suppliers who can become accredited DataDotDNA installers.

Chris White, CCF’s national CEO, said the development was a major initiative in reducing the number of equipment thefts in Australia, something which cost contractors thousands of dollars a year.

“We have evidence there are organised gangs involved in the theft of earthmoving equipment and this represents a cost-effective method of countering equipment theft,” he said.

“Contractors pay for stolen equipment not only in terms of lost earnings because they can’t work or need to hire in another machine, but also due to the wasted time and higher insurance costs.

“Anything we can do to reduce the incidence of equipment theft and increase the chances of recovery will pay off for the industry in the long term,” said White.

“The other big advantage of this program will be that contractors purchasing used equipment will have peace of mind knowing that it hasn’t been stolen – and they won’t find themselves caught up in a prosecution, or at the very least losing the machine and the money they paid for it.

“A simple phone call or check on a dedicated website will assure them that the machine is being sold legitimately,” he said.

John Reid, CEO of CMEIG, encourages all members who import and supply the civil construction industry with equipment to get behind this initiative.

“Equipment theft hurts all of us; it hurts suppliers and customers – and in some cases puts customers out of business. 

“DataDotDNA technology is a simple, cost-effective and proven method where we as suppliers can work together with our customers to tackle this problem head-on,” he said.

“In terms of the overall value of a piece of equipment being protected, the cost of applying DataDotDNA is very small, less than the cost of refuelling a typical piece of earthmoving equipment. 

“If a piece of equipment is stolen, one day it will be recovered, no matter where it’s taken. The police will be able to identify the rightful owners, and will have the evidence to prosecute those found in possession of it – a powerful deterrent to thieves,” said Reid.

“In addition, DataDotDNA technology makes an ideal complement to high-tech GPS-based and immobiliser technology that is becoming increasingly available through OEMs and third-party suppliers.”

Greg Gothard, Managing Director of DataDot Commercial Pty Ltd – the accredited distributor in Australia responsible for the implementation of the plant and equipment theft reduction industry initiative – said this was a very important theft-reduction step by CMEIG and CCF

“These organisations are leading the way in helping protect their members’ very valuable assets,” he said. 

“Many of the leading automotive manufacturers and importers have adopted DataDotDNA and all have experienced a significant reduction in the professional theft rate of their branded vehicles – in most cases by more than 80%. 

“Adopting DataDotDNA in a similar strategy for plant, tools, equipment and attachment items will make a big difference to law enforcement authorities in their fight against crime across the industry – and more importantly deter thieves from targeting valuable assets that are protected by DataDotDNA,” said Gothard

The joint CMEIG/CCF program is being supported by OAMPS Insurance Brokers, which points out that plant and equipment owners who incorporate DataDotDNA will now be able to prove their equipment is less of a risk for insurers – which can lead to better terms and conditions in their insurance policy.
Other insurance companies are expected to also offer their support, ultimately having the potential to reduce insurance premiums as claims costs reduce over time.

The next stage of the program is to incorporate a dedicated web portal where owners can report plant stolen, and where prospective purchasers can check the status of plant and equipment. 

Insurance companies, suppliers, financiers and the police will also have access to this portal.

Further information:

DataDot Commercial Pty Ltd: ph 0419 989 143, email gregg@ddcm.com.au, website www.ddcm.com.au. 

Civil Contractors Federation: ph (02) 9851 9900, email cwhite@civilcontractors.com, website www.civilcontractors.com. 

Construction and Mining Equipment Industry Group: ph (02) 9712 1497, email johnreid@cmeig.com.au, website www.cmeig.com.au. 

