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ADVISORY NOTICE 

 
Disclaimer: CMEIG is a non-profit organisation sponsored by companies involved in the supply of 
products and services in the construction and mining equipment supply industry in Australia. This 
document has been prepared by members of CMEIG and is distribu ted by the Association. This 
information is provided for guidance only and no legal liability can be accepted by the Association for 
its use. CMEIG advises that you should seek appropriate specialist advice for your solution.  

 
 

ROAD TRANSPORT OF EARTHMOVING MACHINERY AND ATTACHMENTS 
 

CMEIG has received a request to clarify whether excavators (and other earthmoving machinery) can be 
transported on Australian roads in conjunction with machine attachments, work tools or spares. Examples 
of such a scenario could be an excavator transported with a number of attachments such as buckets, 
quick hitches, hammers etc. on a single transport trailer.  

Nuances exist with different equipment, trailers and restraint systems, and safe road transport of 
machinery is reliant on the skill and competence of all parties involved in the transport process . CMEIG 
also notes that this topic is covered in Schedule 8, Part 1, Division 2, Section 13 of the Heavy Vehicle 
(Mass, Dimension and Loading) National Regulation (as implemented and amended in various Australian 
jurisdictions1), which state the following: 
 
 

Schedule 8 - Conditions of mass or dimension exemptions applying to class 1 heavy vehicles 
Division 2 - Load-carrying vehicles, Section 13 - Carrying goods in addition to a large indivisible item  
 
(1) A load-carrying vehicle must not carry more than 1 large indivisible item unless— 

(a) the vehicle together with its load complies with the general mass limits; and 

 
1 More detail regarding these laws can be found on the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator’s website at the following link: 

https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/heavy-vehicle-national-law-and-regulations 
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(b) the vehicle carrying more than 1 large indivisible item does not cause the vehicle together with  its 
load to exceed a prescribed dimension requirement that would not be exceeded if the vehicle 
carried only 1 of the large indivisible items. 

 
(2) A load-carrying vehicle carrying 1 or more large indivisible items must not carry any other goods 

unless— 
(a) the vehicle together with its load complies with the general mass limits; and 
(b) the other goods are contained within the limits set by the prescribed dimension requirements. 

 
(3) Despite subsection (2), a load-carrying vehicle carrying a special purpose vehicle or agricultural vehicle 

may also carry equipment, tools, substances or detached parts to be used in conjunction with the 
vehicle being carried. 

 

 
 
The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) also covers this topic in a Multiple Loads on Class 1 Load-
Carrying Vehicles Information Sheet2. Additionally, in the information sheet Oversize Overmass (OSOM) 
Vehicles3, guidance is provided where a mass or dimensional limit is exceeded.  
 
Further guidance regarding restraining loads for road transport is also available in The Load Restraint 
Guide 20184, which provides drivers, owners, operators, freight consigners, vehicle manufacturers, 
equipment manufacturers and suppliers with basic safety principles to ensure the safe and efficient 
transportation of loads. 
 
It is CMEIG’s understanding that for the purposes of the aforementioned regulation, earthmoving 
machines are considered as special purpose vehicles, as well as being considered as large indivisible items. 
As such, CMEIG notes that transporting excavators (and other earthmoving machinery) is not restricted 
provided the load carrying vehicle in combination with the earthmoving machine and any additional loads 
continues to comply with mass and dimension limits, and provided that all loads are appropriately 
restrained. 
 
For more information, contact your product manufacturer, supplier or authorised agent. 

 
2 National Heavy Vehicle Regulator – Information Sheet – Multiple Loads on Class 1 Load-Carrying Vehicles (September 2018) 

https://www.nhvr.gov.au/files/201809-0904-multiple-loads-on-class-1-load-carrying-vehicles.pdf 

 
3 National Heavy Vehicle Regulator – Information Sheet – Oversize Overmass (OSOM) Vehicles (March 2019) 

https://www.nhvr.gov.au/files/201402-0121-oversize-overmass.pdf 

 
4 National Transport Commission – Load Restraint Guide 2018 

https://www.ntc.gov.au/codes-and-guidelines/load-restraint-guide 
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