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Australian Government

Feedback Regarding the Proposed Standard for Decabromodiphenyl Ethane (DBDPE)

The Construction and Mining Equipment Industry Group (CMEIG) is the peak industry association representing
construction and mining equipment (i.e. earthmoving machinery) manufacturers and importers. With annual
sales revenue of more than AUD $20 billion, CMEIG members supply and maintain eguipment for the nation’s
mining, quarrying, construction, electric power generation and forestry industries. Most of the world’s major
earthmoving machinery manufacturers are represented in the Association’s membership. CMEIG represents
over 20,000 directly employed Australians, and serves an industry employing tens of thousands of Australians
across the construction and mining sectors. For familiarity, some examples of the types of machinery we
represent are illustrated below.

The Tractor and Machinery Association of Australia is one of the country’s oldest and established industry bodies
with over 70 years of history working with the farm machinery industry. During this period, we have been
working hard to represent both dealers, suppliers, and local manufacturers of farm machinery in many aspects
of business including tracking and recording sales figures, working with relevant OH&S authorities in drafting
legislation that is practical to our industry, and in more recent times, advocating on behalf of the industry to all
forms of Government.

CMEIG and the TMA respectfully provide the following feedback regarding the DCCEEW's proposed standard for
Decabromodipheny! Ethane (DBDPE).

* DCCEEW Proposed IChEMS standards on 6 chemical groups including Decabromodipheny! ethane, DBDPE (link)



1.

Please note that some CMEIG and TMA machinery contain parts utilising DBDPE as a fire retardant. By way
of examples, some of these can include adhesives, coatings, plastics, sealants, rubber components, electric
and electronic components, wiring hamesses, motors, generators and machine sensors. It is CMEIG and
TMA's present understanding that there are no viable alternatives for some of these parts and that DBDPE
is critical to ensuring fire-related health and safety outcomes for operators and maintainers of our
machinery. We believe that the DCCEEW is cognisant of this issue, and as a result, identified in the proposed
standard that DBDPE has essential uses to meet fire retardancy standards, where no viable alternative is
available, for:

Iltem b) automotive and transport applications {until 1 July 2033), or ...
Item dj electrical and electronic equipment (until 1 July 2033}, or ...

Item f) replacement parts, for the above applications (until the end of the service life of the
articles or 1 July 2048)

As no definition is provided regarding automotive and transport applications, it is not clear to CMEIG and
TMA whether earthmoving machinery (e.g. a bulldozer, an excavator or a dump truck), or agricultural
machinery fe.g. a tractor or harvester) are considered in-scope of ftem b} automotive and transport
applications. While Item d) electricai and electronic equipment may address some aspects, this would not
adequately capture many of the applications that may be affected.

CMEIG and TMA machinery typically utilise some of the same supply chains as traditional automotive and
transport applications (e.g. a passenger car or bus may have similar source parts as a backhoe loader or

combine harvester) and so we kindly request that additional clarity is provided confirming that

construction, mining and agricultural machinery are either considered in scope for ltem b), or the scope
of essential uses is expanded appropriately.

It is CMEIG and TMA’s present understanding that there is a lack of international consensus on restricting
the use of DBDPE in other regions of the world, including regions that have traditionally taken a leadership
role in chemical management.

Our view is this presents a challenge. Australia is predominantly an importer of earthmoving and agricultural

machinery. Taking a lead in regulating DBDPE without international alignment significantly reduces our

ability to influence international supply chains. Restricting the use of DBDPE in such machinery applications

specifically in Australia will add significant cost to Australia-bound construction, mining and agricultural

machinery. This would significantly impact the competitiveness of Australia’s construction, mining and

agricultural sectors. We strongly encourage the DCCEEW to align its approach to international best
ractice such as in the European Union and North American equivalent schemes.

‘Me appreciate your consideration of our responses and appreciate the opportunity to discuss in more detail.

Sincerely,

Frank Gili

rv Northover

Chief Executive Officer - CMEIG Executive Director - TMA



